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Remembrance of Things Past
Remember a campus character
from past days with Jack Douglas
on page 6.

A Newsletter of the San Jose State University Emeritus and Retired Faculty Association

President’s Message

What I’m Up to Now . . .

By John Pollock
“So, now that you’re retired, how
are you spending your time?” If
you’ve grown as tired as I have of
having to respond to this question,
maybe you’ll forgive me if I use
this opportunity to tell the world-or, at least, everyone in the world
who reads this Newsletter--how I
occupy my time these days. That
way, when next we meet maybe
we can discuss something more
interesting.
Now that you’ve asked: since I
retired I’ve been busy expanding
my musical repertoire.
And having developed
some interest in the
work of John Cage, the
famous, avant-garde
composer, I’m proud
to announce that I’ve
mastered one of his
signature compositions:
“4’33.” As you may
know, this work consists
of a pianist sitting in front of a piano
and doing absolutely nothing for
4 minutes and 33 seconds. Not
a single note. After considerable
practice, I believe I can perform
this piece about as well as any
professional musician out there.
You also may have heard of one
of Cage’s other famous piano
compositions: the one that consists
of a musician striking the strings
of a piano with a dead fish. I
can’t claim to have mastered this
particular piece just yet--I still
haven’t figured out what type of
fish would be most appropriate--

but I’m working on it. (My brother,
ever the wit, suggested I choose a
fish that has “scales”).
I have, however, completed
my own, original composition
combining Cage’s technique using
random sounds
as “music”
with his friend
Jackson
Pollock’s
technique
using drip
painting. After
dripping some

ink blots onto a blank sheet of
lined music paper, I randomly
assigned time values to each of
the ink “notes” that landed on the
musical staffs so that some would
be whole notes, some quarter
notes, some sixteenth notes, and

so on. Then I chose key and time
signatures at random to complete
my composition.
Imagine a deaf two-year-old
banging away at the keys of a
piano and you’ll have a pretty good
idea of what my
composition
sounds like.
Finally, I
understand that
preparations
are underway
somewhere in
Europe for a
performance of
an organ concerto
Cage wrote. What is somewhat
unusual about the piece is that it
will take 400 years to complete.
If Cage can create a masterpiece
that goes on that long, it occurred
to me that I might be able to create
a mini-masterpiece that lasts for
only 90 seconds. And, in fact, I
have done just that. The title is
“Hoe-Down” (my nod to another
of my favorite composers, Aaron
Copland). I’d be happy to play it
for you, though perhaps I should
mention that my wife said she
thinks it’s 60 seconds too long.
What can I say? Everyone’s a critic.

Friday,
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Friday
April 8, 2011

Holiday Celebration
3 -- 5:30pm,
2nd Floor
M.L. King, Jr. Library

Spring Event
Filoli Estate
Woodside, CA
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University and Academic Senate news . . .

Michael Moore and his baseball cap pitch SJSU

By Peter Buzanski (History '96)
Several weeks ago Michael
Moore, the film maker and political
activist, was invited to SJSU, where
he addressed a large assembly
on Campus. At that
time he was given
a white baseball
cap inscribed with
SAN JOSÉ STATE
UNIVERSITY
SPARTANS in large
black letters. A
week or so later, he
was featured as a
participant on the
HBO “Bill Maher
Show.” He wore the Spartan cap
throughout the hour-long program,
a portion of which is still available
on YouTube. As a result, the SJSU
Website suddenly received hits
by thousands of viewers wanting

information about SJSU. Such is
the power of celebrity.
While he was here, Moore was
also able to see a large, fencedoff, flat expanse in the middle of
our campus that
used to be the
old cafeteria, the
area now slated
for the expanded
new student union.
Groundbreaking for
that construction
took place on
November 17,
kicked off by a
celebration with
free cake and T-Shirts, and raffles
for various gifts, including an
ipod. As a result of that project,
this year’s SJSU ERFA Holiday
Celebration on December 10, will
take place in a new location, the
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second floor of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Library. Take note.
On the next day, November 18,
our new presidential search began
on campus with an open forum
attended by the CSU Chancellor,
Charles Reed, and members of
the CSU Trustees Presidential
Search Committee. They met with
our campus Advisory Committee,
which will help select the next
SJSU president. The Advisory
Committee is composed of our
Academic Senate Chair and two
faculty members chosen from
representatives of the six colleges,
augmented by others as provided
by University policy. According
to the time table released by
Chancellor Reed, the trustees
should have narrowed down the
candidates by March, 2011, when
the finalists are expected to be
on Campus. There will then be an
open forum where everyone can
meet the finalists and ask them
questions. Thereafter, the Trustees
and the Chancellor will make the
final decision and the chosen
candidate is expected to assume
the presidential duties at the end of
the 2010-2011 academic year.
Lately, a substantial portion of the
SJSU faculty has been concerned
about a longstanding, but growing
problem: faculty are expected to
engage in serious scholarly activities
in order to be considered favorably
for retention, tenure and promotion,
even though the teaching load is
heavy, consisting of twelve units
per semester, while funding and
release time is rare. The problem
has been accentuated in the last
several years by a diminished
faculty having to teach increasing
numbers of students. One of the
Senate’s policy committees turned
its attention to this problem and
came forth with a draft proposal
called RSCA, that is, Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Activity.
(Continued on page seven)
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at the Fall Luncheon

Photos by Sebastian Cassarino and David Elliott

Jim Walsh and Peter Buzanski
Donald and Patricia Strandburg
Arriving on
time are Pat
Elliott and
Mary McCreath.

Pat and David Elliott and Corinne Carter

At right are
Linda Sarmecanic and
Lonna and
Michael
Smith.

John Pollock and Pat Nichols
Wanda Waldera and
Nils Peterson
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Late Fall 2010

Special News from and about our members.
Edited by Gene Bernardini

This edition contains news about travels and activities taken from the membership renewal forms. Members are invited to send additional news
about themselves to Gene Bernardini at geebernard@comcast.net or by snail mail at 775 Seawood Way, San Jose CA 95120.

• W. Warren Kallenbach, (Teacher
Ed/Elem. Ed, ’95) is a bit upset
with my slipshod Newsletter
reporting of last Spring. He is living
in Portland, OR, where it rains a lot
and he wrote to complain: “In the
last mailing to you I said that I went
out each morning to walk and run a
mile. I said, ‘I go out, rain or rain.’
You are not used to that expression
in California and it appeared as, ‘I
go out, rain or shine.’” (As you can
see, I blew Warren’s punch line.)
Finally, he wrote: “My wife says,
‘Get over it,’ but I can’t.” (I hereby
extend my apology to Warren and
my gratitude to his wise wife.)
• John Pollock (English, ’03) and
his wife Penny are planning to
attend the opening of a monthlong poetry/photo exhibition at
a gallery in Massachusetts. The
tentative title of the exhibition is
Every Picture Tells a Poem and will
feature a number of poems John
has written over the years.
• Helen Merrick (Foreign
Languages, ’89) is now 91, living
in Hawaii, and still jumping on the
trampoline. In fact, she competes
in her age group (the ninety plus
bracket!). She has also taken
up pottery-making and Ikebana
(Japanese Flower Arranging), and
dances whenever she can.
• James Bryant (Kinesiology,
’98) has just had published the
7th edition of his Beginning
Racquetball, and the 8th edition of
Game, Set and Match. In addition,
he recently had a collection of
his photographs exhibited at the
Triton Museum in Santa Clara. The
photos can be seen on his website
www.jebryantphotography.us.
• David Elliott (Communication
Studies, ’93) and his wife Pat
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary this past April with a
party given by their four daughters
and grandchildren. In August, the

whole family went on an Alaskan
cruise.
• Peter Buzanski (History, ’96) and
his wife Colleen had a “splendid
vacation” this year. They flew
to Washington, DC to tour the
museums and memorials. They
especially liked the relatively
new Newseum, and the large
memorial for FDR. Then they were
off to Manhattan to attend three
Broadway musicals, two of which
won Tony nominations. Finally,
they took a train to Toronto where
they embarked on the Canadian
train, VIA, to head west on a four
day excursion across Canada to
Vancouver.
• Marjorie Craig (Counseling
Services, ’92) is founding president
of Help Kenyan Children Survive
and Thrive and in June went on her
seventh health mission to Africa.
She finds the work challenging and
exciting and says she’s developed
an increased appreciation for
the tremendous contributions of
Florence Nightingale. She is also
active in Almador County where
she is involved with the Rotary
and AAUP. She finds that area a
“wonderful, beautiful place,” with
lots of compassionate people from
the Bay Area who share common
values and experiences.
• Dwight Goodwin (Psychology,
’94) belongs to a “Wisdom Group”
of long-term friends, most of whom
came out of Stanford in the 1960s,
and who have been meeting at
two-week intervals for the past
decade. In addition to sharing
life experiences, they discuss
topics ranging from politics and
economics to spirituality and levels
of consciousness. The members
find these discussions life enriching
and help them stay intellectually
active. They just celebrated their
10th anniversary as a group and
intend to keep going.

• Embert Hendrickson (History,
’97) traveled to Virginia where he
toured local historical sites. He
also visited his son who teaches
courses in advanced critical
thinking and is program advisor for
information–intelligence students at
James Madison University. Embert
claims this is his first activity report.
Congratulations, Embert.
• Carol Christensen (Kinesiology,
’04) traveled to Mongolia, China
and Tibet this past June.
• John Canario (English, ’83) and
his wife toured Morocco early this
year and thoroughly enjoyed it.
It was as he imagined it, mostly
desert, but he was surprised to find
a broad band of fertile orchards,
green fields and grazing lands in
the coastal areas, and populous
cities. But “I liked the high desert
area of the Atlas Mountains best,”
he says. “The life of the people
there is almost biblical in its
simplicity. The desert was, billions
of years before, under the water of
the Atlantic and later populated by
dinosaurs.” He likes the fact that
you can still ride camels into the
Sahara Desert and dine in Berber
tents.
• Caryl Hinckley (widow of Ted
Hinckley, History) has now retired,
at 81, from tax preparation at H &
R Block after 20 years. “I figure
that after 33 years of teaching 8th
grade history and 20 years of tax
work, it’s time to retire!” Caryl now
intends “to travel to visit family,
play bridge, join a book club and
go to lunch with friends.”
• John Kelly (Psychology, ’98)
traveled last December to Rio de
Janeiro, where he took a cruise
ship up the Brazilian coast and
through the Eastern Caribbean to
Fort Lauderdale, FL. “An excellent
travel experience!” He continues
to divide the year with winters
(Continued on page seven)
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• John Aberle (Marketing, ’88)
passed away peacefully at his
home in Gloucester, MA on Oct.
12, ’10, at the age of 91. He
had moved to Massachusetts in
2006, after suffering a stroke, to
live with his youngest son. His
late wife Rose, to whom he was
married for 57 years, had died
earlier. Born in Lodi, CA, he
graduated with distinction from
San Jose State in 1941. When
WW II broke out, he became
an army combat instructor and
served in the Pacific, taking part
in the post-war occupation of
Japan. After the war he joined
the California National Guard,
from which he retired in ’79 as a
Brigadier General. Meanwhile,
he took an MBA and doctorate
at Stanford, and taught at SJSU
in the School of Business for
41 years. He published several
books and articles, some coauthored with colleagues Ted
Sielaff and George Halverson,
among others. But it was as a
teacher and mentor to students
that Jack was best known. A
recent elegiac article by Scott
Herhold in the Mercury News
described Jack Aberle’s impact
on students: At the registration
tables in the old gymnasium, “the
lines for Jack’s classes snaked
out the door, dwarfing those of
other instructors.” Students
often could be seen chasing the
physically fit professor up the
stairs to his 5th floor office to get
a word with him. And despite the
Sixties’ Revolution in style, “He
symbolized civility and class. He
wore double breasted woolen
suits even in the hottest weather.”
On the day he died last month,
his son read to him a letter that
had just arrived from a student of

5

In Memoriam
60 years ago, telling him how he
had changed his life. “You are that
special educator who comes along
once in a student’s life,” it said.
• James Noah (Journalism/Mass
Communications. ’95) died at his
home in Los Gatos on October 30,
’10, after an 18-month battle with
lung cancer. Jim was born in 1931
in Des Moines, IA, and raised in
East Moline, IL. An outstanding
athlete in high school, he turned
down a baseball contract with
the Washington Senators upon
graduation to enroll in Illinois
State Univ. on both an athletic and
academic scholarship. He majored
in English and PE, intending to
coach and teach in high school,
but left to join the Army during
the Korean War and served for
28 months in Germany. When
discharged in 1954, he returned
to ISU on the GI Bill and married
his college sweetheart, Janet
Weldon. He became a part-time
sports writer and took a BS and
MS in English in ’56 and ’57. After
two years teaching English at
Illinois universities, he became a
promotional writer for the Wurlitzer
Company. Two years later, in
1962, he combined his academic
and public relations interests to
join the SJSU faculty as Ass’t.
Director of Public Relations and
Ass’t. Prof of Journalism. He
served as Public Relations Director
from ’65-78, then returned to the
classroom to teach journalism and
public relations while directing the
Department’s Internship Program,
which placed some 300 interns
annually. When he retired, he said
“I calculate I taught over 1200
students, wrote over 4000 news
releases, designed and edited over
500 publications, and answered

too many phone inquiries to
count, but I enjoyed all 33 years
of my time at SJSU.” His wife
Janet preceded him in death in
2005, and he leaves behind three
daughters, nine grandchildren and
countless relatives.
• Roger Heller (History, ‘87)
passed away November 8, ’10, in
Ojai, CA, at the age of 88. Roger
grew up in Oakland, CA, where he
lived most of his life, until moving
to Ojai in 2007 to be closer to his
sister and niece. He had a noteworthy military career as a noncommissioned officer in the US
Army Infantry during WW II. He
took part in five campaigns and
four amphibious landings in the
Pacific, for which he was awarded
almost a dozen medals, including the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf
Clusters and the Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal with Bronze Arrowhead and Silver Service Star.
After the war he served in the US
Army Reserves and retired in 1982
as a Lieutenant Colonel. He graduated from UC Berkeley in 1950
with a BA, then followed with an
MA and later continued his work
toward a Ph.D. He taught at
various institutions, including UC
Davis, the College of San Mateo and Stanford, before joining
the faculty at SJSU in 1965. He
taught History and Social Science
courses and was voted “favorite
professor” by students for several
years. After retiring, he continued
his passion for learning, reading
and writing. He published his
book Luck or Fate: The Saga of
Sgt. Roger K. Heller, 1942-46 last
year.

vvvvv

SJSU ERFA

News

6

Late Fall 2010

Remembrance of Things Past
Sharing memories with our members . . .

Campus Character

The Late George Wayland
By Jack Douglas (Library, '96)
Every campus has its characters.
I’m referring to those non-students
who become professional hangerson. They attend campus functions
and somehow manage to pick up
an education without the tuition
and fuss. Some of you may have
known George Wayland, who
graced our University for twenty
years of more in the 70’s and 80’s.
George was a tall,
well-built Navy
veteran whose
haughty, somewhat
condescending voice
was often heard
questioning a speaker
at the open forums
on campus. He never
missed our weekly book
talks. So far as I know,
he had only a high
school education, but
in time he acquired a
passion for high culture,
so he seldom missed
a concert or play on or
off the campus. If there
were three on the same
night, he would attend them all,
long enough to be able to give you
an opinion of them. He especially
enjoyed the events where food was
served, and he frequently attended
church suppers at the Friends’
Meeting House or the Unitarian
Church.
George was on disability and had
subsidized housing, and he made a
bit of money doing yard work. I got
to know him when he crashed the
New College parties at our house.
We eventually got hooked, and we
took him to many an opera and
symphony concert. When he was
disabled as a result of a botched

heart operation, he managed to
get a blue placard for the car he
didn’t have, and this was an added
incentive for a driver to take him to
San Francisco where the parking is
always difficult.
George had an apartment on Park
Avenue, but he went there only to
sleep. Early mornings he spent at
the Peace Center, answering the
phone and eating donuts. Then it

common, we were both ‘defeeted’
by the forces of the United States.”
This trauma might have slowed
down someone less intrepid, but
George, now in his early 70’s, got
artificial feet, and managed to
keep up his active routines. On
two occasions I had to rush to the
campus with an Allen wrench in
order to put his feet back on.
His health declined rapidly after

“It’s George – he wants a ride to the opera house."
was on to San Jose State, where, if
he was not in the cafeteria, he was
on a bench enjoying the passing
scene and conversing with anyone
who would listen.
The botched operation at the VA
hospital resulted in poor circulation
to his lower extremities and the
subsequent loss of George’s feet.
The Gulf War had just ended, and
George said in an ironical tone:
“Saddam and I have one thing in

his second heart bypass. When
we visited him at the VA hospital
for the last time, he wanted to talk
about the Prokofiev opera we had
just seen. The Quaker Friends did
a fine memorial service for him at
their meeting house.
Months later I complained to a
friend about receiving a series of
phone calls in which no one spoke
or answered. My friend said: “it’s
George – he wants a ride to the
opera house.
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We want
your biography!
We are still in the process of
gathering biographies from
each member of SJSU ERFA.
Some of you have had problems
downloading the standard
form from our website. We are
therefore enclosing the form in
this issue for you to mail in (see
the enclosed insert). Simply fill in
both sides and mail it to Patricia
Nichols. Her address, with
instructions, is on the back of the
form. If you have any questions,
phone her at (408) 866-6219.
Thank you for your participation.

Bill Gustafson
could use help

Bill Gustafson (Human
Performance, ’90) plays poker
with a small group of colleagues
on the third Friday of every month.
He usually rides with his friend,
Walt Valen, who picks him up at
his condo. On Friday he came
outside to await his ride. While
waiting, he decided to check for
mail at the boxes
up the street. As
he walked toward
the mailboxes, he
saw a red car like
Walt’s approaching
and playfully stuck
out his thumb. The
car passed him,
then stopped and came back. Bill
opened the passenger door and
got in. Before he could close the
door and turn to make a typical
wise crack, he heard a man’s voice
asking gently, “Do you need help?”
It was a complete stranger. Bill,
momentarily stunned, apologized
and got out. Again he waited, but
Walt never came. It turns out Bill
was a week early for poker. He
now says, “I should have told that
nice man, ‘Yes, apparently I need a
lot of help.’”

Three new interest groups for members
SJSU ERFA is in the process of
starting three new interest groups:
Movies, Bridge and International
Relations. The movie group is
under way and will be meeting
the first Sunday of each month for
an afternoon showing at one of
the downtown San Jose Camera
Cinemas. The first movie outing
will take place on December 5.
The Camera Cinemas will validate
parking in their nearby lot. If you
buy a discount card, all movies are
$6.00. If you wish to join, please
email Jill Cody, ERFA Movie Group
Coordinator, at codyassoc@
mac.com or phone (408) 2981182. She will keep a list and

announce the time and place of
each upcoming movie to the group.
After the movie, those who are
interested can go out for coffee and
an informal discussion of the film.
This is your chance to get off the
couch or away from the computer!
Two other groups are also being
formed, one for Bridge players,
and one for those interested in
discussing international relations.
There will be sign-up sheets
available for all three groups at the
upcoming Holiday Celebration on
December 10, in the MLK Library.
For more information, contact
Marian Yoder at yoderm@garlic.
com or phone (408) 842-6292.

MoreChat Room
(Continued from page four)
in Tucson, AZ, and summers in
Reno, NV. He also visits the Pacific
Northwest in a motorhome.
•Todd Hochstatter (Linguistics,
09) is finishing a short book on
ways to learn a second (or third)
language. He currently volunteers
at two locations where he can put
his foreign language skills to use:
at the welcome desk of the Cantor
Arts Center at Stanford, and at
Grace Cathedral in SF, where he is
a docent and conducts hour-long
tours in English, Spanish, French
and Italian.
• Gordon Greb (Journalism,’90)
says his theme song, now that
he’s 89 years old, is “Don’t Get
Around Much Anymore.” Still, he
recently gave a talk about his new
book, Google Brain, to a standingroom-only audience at his local
bookstore in Chico, CA. His book
deals with technological changes
in the media but also takes a light
hearted look at changes in his
own life. “I hope people will join
me in laughing about the whole
thing,” he says. “Zen Buddhists

say that suffering comes from
clinging to things. Believing this to
be so, I hope people will increase
their happiness by not clutching
too tightly to their twenty-dollar
bills but will use them instead to
purchase my book.”

Academic Senate

(Continued from page two)
The proposal was widely circulated
among faculty and administrators,
and public forums have been held
to obtain comments, criticisms,
and new ideas to be included in the
proposal. These will be presented
in a final version to the Academic
Senate during the spring semester.
This is not a proposal that can be
implemented immediately, were it
to become University policy. It is
an expensive proposal for which
funding and other improvements
are required, but it would, if the
University endorses it, place SJSU
squarely on record asserting
that Research, Scholarship, and
Creative Activity is essential to the
University.
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ERFA launches Facebook page

Members of ERFA can now share
information, get information on
upcoming events, and share photos
by going to the organization’s
new Facebook page. “The page,
designed to supplement the group’s
website and newsletter, is a good
way for retired faculty to keep
informal contact with each other,”
says Dennis Wilcox, vice president
of the ERFA executive board.
An ERFA member can join the
group by first going to his or her
personal Facebook page. If you
are not already on Facebook,
you can enroll by going to www.
facebook.com and following the
step-by-step directions. With that
done, you simply use the “search”
box at the top of the page to enter
“SJSU Emeritus & Retired Faculty
Association.” Wilcox cautions that
it may take several attempts to

bring up the group ERFA page
because the search box may also
display other websites related to

SJSU or ERFA, but others have
found that just by typing “SJSU
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Emeritus” and clicking the search
button brings up the group page.
Once a member is on the ERFA
page, there is a “Join Group” box
on the right side of the page that
should be clicked. After this is
done, the member will receive an
email confirming that he or she has
been added to the group.
Members will then be able to
easily access the group page by
going to their personal page and
clicking on the “group” button to
the left of the screen.
If members have trouble
joining the ERFA group page,
they can contact Dennis Wilcox
(denniswilcox@msn.com) or Jill
Cody (codyassoc@mac.com)
for assistance. “Another good
approach,” says Wilcox, “is to
just ask one of your tech-savvy
grandchildren for help.”
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